Welcome!
To AOSC 634 (and AOSC 458R), Air Sampling and Analysis.

Several new instruments are available for the Spring 2020 semester, so you will have the opportunity to learn a lot about observing the physical and chemical properties of our atmosphere.     
Every Monday, a lecture on the methods to be used in the laboratory exercise will be presented.  These will provide the background on physical principles and potential trouble spots.  On Wednesdays you will perform the laboratory exercises in ALT 4332. The schedule is 1-4pm, but we will try to arrange for the lab to be open other times. Your instructor, the TA, or a graduate student who has completed safety training must be present at all times.  Safety glasses are mandatory.  On Fridays, there will be a general lecture on observational atmospheric science; you will be responsible for this material on the final exam. Final exam date:  Friday 15 May 2020, 1:30 to 3:30pm.  Laboratory reports are due two weeks after they are performed.

Before beginning the first laboratory exercise, you will need to purchase a laboratory notebook with numbered pages, such as the "Computation Book" available in Chem Stores.  A notebook computer is an acceptable alternative.  Even with computer data logging, the veracity of your data will ultimately be tied to records.  Handwritten notes are useful.  It helps if they are neat, but they must be complete and readable!  Please set up a Table of Contents.  All of your laboratory notations should be written into this notebook or in the computer, and not on scrap paper.  Your notes will be reviewed at the end of the semester.  Do not worry about writing down information that later turns out to be incorrect; just update and keep going.

Several experiments require you to complete a "qualifying exam" on the use of and safety with the instruments.  You must successfully complete these assignments before you may begin the laboratory exercise.  Please also complete the on-line safety course.
The first experiment on temperature measurement we will perform together, as a demonstration of how to organize the experiment and write up the report.

